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Long long ago there was *King Solomon in the country of *Israel. He was so *wise
that he could speak the language of every living thing.

One day a little bee flew into the King's room. The bee was too surprised to fly away

when the King came up. “Oh, King, *forgive me, please,” it said. “7)Please let me go!
I'm sure I can work for you some day.” King Solomon smiled and opened the curtains.
*You can go. [ want nothing *in return from a little bee like you.”

Through the open curtains, the King saw a great *caravan. There were many
animals wearing jewels and gold. And the proud and beautiful *Queen of Sheba was at
the head of the caravan. “Be caveful of the Queen of Sheba, King!” a man said to the
King. “Sheis (@iealous of you because you are respected and loved by the people.” “Ha,
ha, ha! You worry too much,” answered the King. “I'm wise enough to take care of
myself.”

During the next few days, the Queen did her best to show that King Solomon was not
really wise. But the King answered all the difficult questions she asked. One night the
Queen thought, “We haven’t succeeded, and tomorrow will be our last chance. The King
has invited not only us but also a lot of other people to dinner. Why don’t we @Gmake a
fool of him during such a big dinner?” The Queen told a man in her caravan to pick a
flower from the King's garden. Then she ordered her artists to make ninety-nine *fake

flowers which were just like it.

At the party the Queen said to the King, “@MV artists hope that vou will *judge their
work., Among these one hundred flowers, only one was taken from vour garden. @The

others were made by my artists. Won't you pick out your own flower?” The King tried,

but it was not easy to find the rveal flower. They all locked the same. He didn’t know
which was real.

Then someone called his name. It was the bee under the table. “I'm here to help
vou,” it said. “The real flower has honey inside, you know. Just waitch me.”

Later in the quiet of his room, King Solomon thanked the bee and said to himself,

“@Lve been too proud. We all sometimes need help from others. And even (Hthe

smallest one can give it.”
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7 To ask King Solomon to work with her.
To make her artists’ work better.

To show that King Solomon was not wise.
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To tell that she was proud of her artists’ work very much.
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7 The bee couldn’t fly away from the King’s room because of a *hurt of its leg.
4 The Queen of Sheba was at the front of the caravan.

7 A man picked a flower from the King’s room.,

I  King Solomon found the real flower easily.

74 The Queen of Sheba succeeded in making a fool of King Solomon.

*hurt 8
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T'll *knit him a scarf. Yes. T'll knit him a scarf which is @the same color as his eves.

I wait until my *niece takes me shopping. “I want to buy some *wool,” T tell her. “I
want to knit Leonard a scarf”

“But you don't knit,” she says. She looks at my *crooked hands and quickly looks
away again. “And Leonard doesn’t go out any more.”

But Petra takes me to the wool shop *anyway.

“l want to buy some blue wool,” I say to the woman in the shop. “The color of my
husband’s eyes.” I touch a ball of blue wool that feels as soft as a bird’s *feathers.

“Isn’t this a little too fine?” asks the woman in the shop.

“No, it’s just right.”

After shopping, I am tired, so I lie back in my armchair and have a little sleep. When
the car stops outside, I am still half asleep, and in my mind I see a younger Leonard
standing at the door. His back is as straight as a piece of wood, and his blue eyes smile.

“Is anyone home?” Dan calls.

I wake with a jump.

“( @ ), Mr. Phipps,” Dan says to Leonard. Holding Leonard’s arm, Dan walks him
into the house.
“Thank you, Dan.” I take off Leonard’s coat and push some hair away from his eyes.

Later we eat dinner in silence. I drink red wine and Leonard eats with a spoon.
Then, after I've washed him and put him to bed, I sit down to knit.

The *needles are silver. The needles are cold. I take the paper cover off the wool,

find one end of it, and try again and again to make the first *stitch. Before I've finished

( @ ) the first *row of stitches, my fingers hurt. (@They won't do what I tell them.
But I have begun.

Many years ago Leonard and I met at a concert in Auckland. He was tall, with blond
hair then. I can still see him walking towards my seat. He took off the soft blue scarf
that was the same color as his eyes, and my { & ) gave a little jump. We talked
over supper, and I found out where he lived and ( & ) he did.

“T am an eye doctor,” he said, “Just beginning. No money, but I never miss concerts.”
I made our first date while we were walking out of the concert building. In those days
men always did (7the asking, not girls. I don’t know if Leonard was surprised when I
asked him. He never said anything.

Now, on the days when Leonard goes to the day-care center, I knit. I plan to finish

the scarf for our fifty-third wedding *anniversary. The scarf is almost finished, and



when 1 hold it to the light, diamonds shine through. I say to myself, “§Was I more in
i .. and I cannot

love with Leonard (

) he was with me?

" T have so many questions .

ask any of them now.

“It’s finished,”
“Tt looks good,” she said, “if you don’t look too closely. Isita { @

“Yes. My last.”
On the morning of our anniversary I kiss Leonard and give him the scarf. I know he

I tell my niece, putting the scarf round my neck
g“l ) ?:e

will not speak, but while I am putting the scarf round his neck, I find that I am still

hoping.

come alive again.

“Yes,” he wants to tell me. “Yes,” he wants to say
“The scarf is soft. The scarfis blue. The scarfis us
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feather

It’s full of holes — long thin holes, little round

The gcarf is as crooked as my fingers
holes. Leonard puts his hand up and touches the wool, and one short moment, his eyes

T crooked 0D
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FE needle

anyway
stitch (FAaMa) Ok i row ¥

il THEBOVPERTIZLDTROT~ING 128, 5 TEHEL
7 black A gray 7 blue I

B2 2y

P

sl

i

(@ )

7 Here we are

FROF ~Trk

Zig b @Y L D e R

7 Let’s go this way

M3 =F
e

4

X

P @ )i

.
F  knit

}H iﬁi\i)’f@;/\.@ k j’j l‘
IO BEWEB ) OB E 2L S
7 NI ELF-VFREMEZLZZEFT LT NG

N DF) DR

4 knitting

ANLDZRLEY 2L DB2ROT

AL A LT

FZAILS O Y

4  Thanks a lot
I Nice to meet you

77 to knit

, RLBULLORROP

VA Eh LT <21f=u>

AR

THH £ edhhn

~I7A 5 1 -DET

Yo7z

anniversary JHEGLEH

Lo
green
1 2#ED, AT
AL

}-
2

e

T being knitted

~IHb 1D,

s

a
o%

4o



5 &0 ( ® ) WANZOUIRLBELZLOEZKOT~IHhs 1 2B, 208
R
7 body 1 feet 7 mind I  heart

fi6 &0 ( ® ) AN RLIBEIYRZLOZROFT~IHhE 1208, 8T8

2k
7  when 4  what 7 how I why
M7 THREOFERTLZLOLELT, KIBYLLOZROFT~IHs 108, 5
TE2ds
7 HMzdaZt
4 arF—-PZFCTE
rj :/:—} ( 11)1'7 t
I BEWwerHWTL L) Ik
RS QRO EMRIZES L A1, ( ) PRI ML) R BEELEE 1 B A AdL L.

L, L — PP REFEL U R = FEHEZ 08 5 Ay
MO ZEFEF (@ ) ICANLIZDIZELEDRLOZROT~IMb 1280, U5 TE

%
7 ogift 1 wool 7 diamond T question

L THR Lo

HLNI

110 KRYLOWREE—HTL2L0%, KOTFT~IH5H 1080

7 1 asked Petra to buy some wool for Leonard’s scarf.

4 Leonard and I had our first date while we were listening to music.
7 Leonard was surprised to find diamonds shining through the scarf.
T Petra thought I would have some trouble knitting the scaxf.
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worry ) because it’s quite easy.
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Have you to San Francisco?

7 mneverbeen A everbeen 7 never gone

( ) color do you like the best? — I like blue.

7  Whose 1 How 7 What

He used to enjoy ( ) the piano on the weekend.

7 playing 1 toplay 7 to be playing

I ate three ).

7 cakes 1 cake 7 piece of cakes
Each boy ( ) on their own chair.

7 don’t sit 1 sit 7 are sitting

the / 5 to/
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L evergone

I Some

I play

I pieces of cake

I 1ssitting
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(1) A sonof uncle or aunt is called a ( ) in English.

{2) Tis works ( ) loved by many people around the world now.

(3) How ( ) do you go to that shopping mall? — Twice a month.

(4] This question is very difficult. I don’t know ( ) to solve.

(5) Do you know { ) Yasunari Kawabata won the Nobel Prize? — Yes, it was in
1968.
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(1) 7 found 1 house 7 without T mountain 3 should
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{4) 7 high 4 thought 77 night T through 4 enough
(5) 7 under 4 hundred 7 music I summer # culture
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Avaka
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Ayaka
Joe

Avaka
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Joe

Ayaka
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Ayaka
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Ayaka

Joe

Ayaka :

Joe

Ayaka

: Hi, Ayaka. [ @ ]

. It was great. I went to Tokushima for camping with my family.

: Tokushima? Where is it? Is it far from here?

: It’s in Shikoku. Well, it took us about three and a half hours by car.
iTgee. [ @ ]

: Well, we did many things. Swimming, fishing, *kayaking, watching stars,

and so on.

s L & ]
Avaka

Kayaking! I tried it for the first time in my life. It was difficult at first, but
soon [ got able to do it better.

: Tcan understand it. [ @ ] Outdoor activities are very popular there.

Your story sounds so nice that I want to go camping.

: Really? Have you ever been camping in Japan?

: No, I haven't.

[ & | We are.going to go there again.

: Can I? That sounds great. When are you going to go?

: From September 16" to 18™

: Who are you going with? [ & ]

: No problem. I'm going with my family — my father, mother, brother

Takeshi, and my cousin Hiroki. T am sure they will welcome you. And my
cousin Hiroki is a college student and learning English. He traveled in

America this summey. I think he will be happy to talk with you in English.

: OK. I'm getting excited! I really want to join you.

Then, T will tell my family about you. Oh, it’s time for my club activity. I
havetogonow. [ @ ]

: OK. Thank you. See you.,
: Bye.

* i kayaking AVyv i TAHIEL
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What did you do there?

What do you want to do there?

How about coming with us next month?

I have tried it a few times in my hometown before.
How was your summer vacation?

What did you enjoy the most?

How long are you going to stay there?

Iz it OK for me to go with you?

Let’s talk about it more later.

Thank you for inviting me to the camp.

— 10—
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